450	THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
proportionately great. This correlation goes to prove another
eternal law of Nature. Man can be happy only in the measure
that he suffers. He who merely scrapes the soil on the surface
can harvest nothing but grass. He alone can harvest grain who
ploughs deeper. In other words, it is vain to hope for happiness
without undergoing suffering. Thus it is that the life of austerity,
the fakir's self-denial and other such practices have everywhere
been held in high esteem and their praises sung.
What the community has bought at the cost of so much suffer-
ing it will be able to keep and add to, only so long as it retains
the same capacity for suffering. If it loses that capacity, it will
lose all it has gained, and more. All this is plain enough, but we
often lose sight of it.
new act
Let us now have a look at our gains. The new Act covers
two things. In the first place, the £3 tax has been abolished.
Arrears have also been remitted. In this connection, it has been
suggested by The [Natal] Mercury and other papers that in gam-
ing one thing we have lost something else; for, though the Govern-
ment has repealed the tax, the consequence will be that the in-
dentured labourers, poor creatures, will be obliged to leave this
country or continue for ever under indenture. This suggestion is
entirely unfounded, as is clear from General Smuts5 own letter.
The other point is about the marriage question. The manner in
which it has been solved gives us more, not less, than what we had
been demanding. This Act confirms the position that was believed
to obtain before the Searle judgment. Prior to that judgment, we
had assumed that the local law recognized monogamous marriages
celebrated under any faith, including marriages solemnized under
our rites. Mr. Justice Searle, however, ruled otherwise and held
that Christian marriages could be recognized but not Hindu and
Muslim marriages, even if such marriages were in fact monoga-
mous. This was obviously an affront to the two religions. Mr.
Gachalia therefore desired amendment of the law. The demand
has now been met. The Act does not involve any other change.
The position with regard to divorce, inheritance and polygamy
remains what it was. The Act safeguards the interests of children
by a deceased wife. Its provisions are permissive. No one is
obliged to have his or her marriage registered. As for those coming
from India, the question just does not arise. The main object of
getting a marriage registered is to ensure that children's interests
do not suffer. Now that the danger has been removed, it is not

